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FREE LUNCH

(855)531-4139

PIZZA RANCH - TEA
801 E Brian St, Tea, SD 57064

Wednesday, July 14th at 11:30 AM
Thursday, July 15th at 11:30 AM

PIZZA RANCH - SIOUX FALLS
3809 E 10th St STE 100, Sioux Falls, SD 57103

Monday, July 19th at 11:30 AM
Tuesday, July 20th at 11:30 AM

Lloyd would �nd old toilets and bug-
gy tires at the current CNA site, which
was a former lumber yard and dumping
ground. His workers even found an oil
drum with oil in it still while preparing
the site for an underground parking lot.

�I wanted to clean up downtown. I
wanted to have something unique,� he
said. �If you wouldn�t have had Don
Dunham willing to grab the bull by the
horns and do what he did, I probably
wouldn�t have gone through with it.�

But he wasn�t able to do it without the
city�s help. Thought the TIF process, he
was able to make up for the expensive
costs associated with cleaning the site
and soil, among other costs.

One of Lloyd�s most notable invest-
ments and developments in downtown
started in the early 2000�s with Mayor
Gary Hanson�s Phillips to the Falls ini-
tiative, where Lloyd and a group of in-
vestors renovated buildings and devel-
oped land along uptown Phillips Avenue
through the end of 2019.

The development eventually con-
nected uptown Phillips Avenue to Falls
Park with The Cascade at Falls Park and
Phillips Avenue Lofts, attracting visitors
not only to the city�s namesake but to
the restaurants and stores in downtown
Sioux Falls.

The city�s skyline was signi�cantly
altered by another Sioux Falls business
man, Je� Scherschligt, in 2005, as the
Zip Feed Mill Tower on the river�s east
bank, which was the state�s tallest
building at the time, was demolished.
The demolition cleared the way for the
development of Cherapa Place and
soon-to-be Cherapa II.

�Connecting downtown to Falls Park
led to Cherapa on the other side of the
river and opened the door to the Arc of
Dreams and Sioux Steel,� Danz said.
�Those things wouldn�t have happened
without the river walk and having Falls
Park and downtown being invested in. It
made downtown a more inviting place
to put a business and live.�

How downtown Sioux Falls was
shaped is because of incremental pieces
and movements throughout the past
several decades. It takes time, but it en-
sures the long term success of the
downtown area, said Je� Eckho�, the
city�s director of planning and develop-
ment services.

The latest private investment an-
nounced for downtown is the Jacobson
Plaza at Falls Park, a $4 million project,
including a $2 million donation from the
Jacobson family, to build a refrigerated
ice skating ribbon and all-inclusive
playground.

Eckho� gives credit to past city may-
ors who invested in downtown in addi-
tion to other city leaders. Those leaders
had vision and con�dence to support
early developments.

�It takes both private and public risks
to make downtown what it is,� Eckho�
said. �None of these projects would have
happened without public investment or
happen without that private promise.�

The cost of downtown�s rise

Hundreds of millions of dollars �
both taxpayer money and private inves-
tors � have gone into the revitalization
of the 450-acre sector � and it�s not
stopping.

Over 10 TIFs have been given to de-
velop areas of downtown, which has
been about $45 million in investment,
not including Cherapa II. There�s been
over an additional $560 million private
investment overall in those projects,
Eckho� added.

�When you make an investment with
a TIF, the private investment that fol-
lows is 10 times that,� Eckho� said.

Downtown Sioux Falls is one of the
most productive areas of town, produc-
ing some of the highest amounts of
property taxes and sales taxes per
square foot, Batcheller said.

�From a cost-bene�t analysis, down-

towns are the most productive neigh-
borhoods in cities,� Batcheller said.
�When you�re able to generate more
revenue per acre, you�re able to invest
in more quality of life investments and
amenities in another part of town �
like a library or schools or a park.�

What Batcheller wants to see next is
a formalized mural program to solidify
the image of community within Sioux
Falls, and continue to invest in arts
and culture as an economic develop-
ment strategy. He believes Sioux Falls
has the potential to become a music
city to support musicians and artists.

�It�s the three pillars of arts and cul-
ture, mixed use and quality public
spaces,� Batcheller said. �We�re going
to have to continue to invest in those
three areas. It�s not like once Sioux
Steel and Cherapa II will be done that�s
the �nish line.�

The next step: seeing downtown
�spread out�

The next step to downtown�s evolu-
tion is reevaluating the space, use and
pro�tability of di�erent areas � spe-
ci�cally surface parking lots that re-
main largely empty throughout the
day.

Batcheller is ready for the city to
tear some parking lots up and develop
them.

�I think it�s a great thing because we
need to create that in�ll and bread
crumbs that draw people from one
part of downtown to the next,� Batch-
eller said.

One example is the surface parking
lot on the corner of Second Avenue and
12th Street near Ace�s Hardware. The
lot had formerly been a residential
area before urban renewal bulldozed
the houses. And as the 12th Street cor-
ridor continues to grow and become a
popular area of downtown, both
Batcheller and Eckho� envision a new
building in place of the parking lot to �t
the needs of the changing area.

Areas Eckho� expects to develop
next include more growth along Eighth
Street up until Cli� Avenue, where the
Bishop Dudley Hospitality House and
Jacky�s Restaurant reside. Nearly 4.5
acres of prime developable land is
available on the gravel lot right next to
the railroad tracks on Eighth Street,
Eckho� said. Once that�s developed,
downtown will begin to grow past the
railroad tracks.

There�s also 1.5 acres of open land
near the Lutheran Social Services
building along the river and space
along Weber Avenue.

The development along Weber Ave-
nue is years out though, Eckho� said.

�We�ll see downtown not just be
Phillips Avenue as it spreads out,� he
said. �In another �ve years, all of a
sudden after a few hundred more peo-
ple move downtown and have new en-
ergy, it�ll be where Weber Avenue
doesn�t look as far away as it used to.�

Clouds pass over Falls Park. PHOTOS BY ERIN BORMETT / ARGUS LEADER

A sculpture stands outside a building
on 8th Street.
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recommendations obtained through
those websites meet the legal standard
in South Dakota to prevent someone
from being arrested for possessing 3
ounces or less of cannabis.

Proposed rules coming from the
South Dakota Department of Health
would prohibit South Dakotans from
using out-of-state providers for can-
nabis recommendations, a stipulation
supported by the South Dakota State
Medical Association. But those rules
aren�t expected to be �nalized until Oc-
tober.

Not all marijuana-friendly 
doctor sites willing to operate 
in South Dakota

Some companies facilitating con-
sultations with cannabis-friendly doc-
tors are also weary of using out-of-
state and remote doctors.

Kyle Powers, a Sioux Falls-native
who owns the Las Vegas-based web-
site Presto Doctors, told the Argus
Leader this week his company has opt-
ed not to o�er services to South Dako-
tans yet because of jurisdictional re-
quirements found in South Dakota
Codi�ed Law Chapter 34-20G, the
medical marijuana law that took e�ect
last week.

Speci�cally, he said provisions in
the law requiring in-person consulta-
tions gave Presto Doctor enough hesi-
tation that Powers opted not to enter
the South Dakota market. But because
the Flandreau Santee Sioux Tribe�s
medical marijuana program doesn�t
stipulate where a medical professional
is licensed, some of Presto Doctor�s
competitors have.

�It gets a little more interesting
when you�re looking at tribal land, be-
cause they don�t have to comply with
the same laws South Dakota might en-
force,� Powers said.

Flandreau tribal officials says
program meets state medical
marijuana laws

Tribal o�cials in Flandreau have
said repeatedly their medical marijua-
na program meets South Dakota�s
non-resident standards and is ade-
quate to provide legal protections for
anyone purchasing cannabis on the
tribe, even after the South Dakota
Highway Patrol announced it would

only acknowledge tribal-issued mari-
juana cards for enrolled tribal members. 

And last week, Flandreau Santee
Sioux Tribe Attorney General Seth Pear-
man said the tribe is prepared to back
legal defense fees for tribal card holders
facing charges for what the tribe deems
to be legal possession of cannabis.

The tribe�s position was also initially
supported by the South Dakota Attor-
ney General�s O�ce earlier this week.
The o�ce�s chief of sta�, Tim Bormann,
told the Argus Leader in an email until
the South Dakota Department of
Health�s rules are adopted this fall, all
tribal issued cards prevent arrest of
someone in possession of 3 ounces of
marijuana or less, regardless of residen-
cy requirements established for doctors
in its medical program.

But the Attorney General�s O�ce also
walked back that support less than 48
hours later to be in agreement with the
Highway Patrol.

It�s a moot point, though, in parts of
South Dakota like the Sioux Falls met-
ropolitan area and Pennington County,
where prosecution of all misdemeanor
marijuana possession charges have
ceased after authorities determined the
state�s medical marijuana law will make
enforcing recreational marijuana prohi-
bitions too complicated and challeng-
ing.

�It would then become a secondary
question as to whether those same
state�s attorneys would go through the
steps to prosecute a low level misde-
meanor for unauthorized practice,� Bor-
mann said.
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A group of young marijuana plants at
the Native Nations Cannabis facilities
on the Flandreau Santee Sioux Tribe
reservation. CORY MYERS / ARGUS LEADER


